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I always wore masks



Karen Blixen’s artistic aptitude was spotted early. 
She drew and wrote even as a child. In the large 
collection of her surviving papers at the Royal 
Danish Library in Copenhagen may be found 

countless volumes with drafts of never-finished 
tales, poems, and plays.



Karen Blixen with her sketchpad at Kullen in Sweden, summer 1907.
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Karen Blixen in “fancy dress”, ca. 1905.
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In writing as well as her drawing, the young Karen Blixen gave expression to her imagination, 
which only poorly harmonized with the prosaic, bourgeois existence that surrounded her.

The mermaid here - drawn on the cover of one of her notebooks - can be viewed as a traditionally 
Romantic rendition of her own need to create a world in accordance with her own dreams.
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This photograph from around 1900 shows that, right from her childhood, Karen Blixen 
loved to dress up. She is performing as “Mama”, her highly admired grandmother Mary 

Westenholz at Folehavegaard. Her desire for dress-up and masking was retained to 
the end. The false cardinal’s line “By thy mask I shall know thee” from the tale “The 

Deluge at Norderney” in Seven Gothic Tales could be one of her life mottos.
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