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I was Isak



In 1931, Karen Blixen’s African life was over. 
The farm, which for years had lost money for the 

private company back home in Denmark, was 
sold; and she had to return very much against 
her will to Rungsted, bankrupt in more than 

one sense. But, during her last years at the farm, 
she was able to complete a couple of her Gothic 
tales. Now she continued her work with all her 
self-discipline and zest for life in her childhood 
home, where her mother received the returning 

daughter with open arms.



The Danish portrait photographer Kehlet’s picture of “Isak Dinesen” 
from 1934 was used for the book launch in the US.
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Two years later, the manuscript of Seven Gothic Tales was at long last ready. After several rejections, 
the book was finally accepted by an American publisher in New York. An esteemed book club 

named it “Book of the Month”; and, when the collection was published in the US on 9 April l934 
under Karen Blixen’s new pseudonym Isak Dinesen, it was immediately clear to critics and the 
American book world that a completely original and imaginative author had made her debut. 

The same year as the original edition, an expensive limited edition of Seven Gothic Tales was published, 
illustrated by Madame Majeska and printed in 1010 numbered copies. Here is the title page.
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This notebook is from her later years in Africa. It contains a draft of 
the tale “The Roads Round Pisa” from Seven Gothic Tales.
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The original American edition of Seven Gothic Tales quickly sold 100,000 copies and 
ensured its author the economic foundation for a new, independent existence.

The book’s lightly coloured cover is by F.J. Buttera.
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Two of Madam Majeska’s illustrations for Seven Gothic Tales in the limited edition 
from 1934. To the left “The Old Chevalier” and to the right “The Monkey”.

Chapter 8 / Part 5a



Chapter 8 / Part 5b


